Mr. Cotignola

Patchogue-Medford High School
             

You are enrolled in a one-half credit Participation in Government course.  This course satisfies one half of the one credit required for social studies your senior year.  We will cover many topics this semester including “participation in government”, the Road to the White House, Voting, Citizenship, and Controversial Issues facing our nation.  Any student who does not successfully pass this class and does not complete the participatory activity will not be eligible for graduation.
Class Rules:  All students are expected to…
I- Come To Class And Be On Time: Every student is expected to come to class prepared and on time.  You are considered late when you are not present in your seat working on the daily information (Aim and Do Now) before the bell rings. 
· Attendance and lateness to class will affect your grades.(Please refer to the current late policy for consequences)
· Absence from class does not excuse you from missed assignments, notes and homework.  It is solely

 the student’s responsibility to make up any missed assignments and class notes.   
II- Always Be Prepared:  It is your responsibility to come to class prepared.  Always bring a pen or pencil to class along with your binder.  Failure to come to class prepared without these materials will result in points off your participation grade.  

III- No Electronic Devices: All school policies should be followed accordingly.  No electronic devices, hats or headphones are allowed in the classroom.  If caught with any of these, it will be confiscated and a referral will be submitted to the proper authorities.

IV- Be Respectful: Students must be respectful to others as well as the teacher.  No talking when the teacher talks.  All questions will be acknowledged when the student is seated quietly and raises his/her hand.  

· Your desk area must be the same as when you entered the classroom.  Do not draw, write or leave garbage by the desk area.  No food, or soda cans are permitted in the classroom at anytime. (Failure to leave the desk area clean will result in loss of participation points)

· There is zero tolerance towards foul and inappropriate language.  Use of this language is NOT TOLERATED and will result in immediate disciplinary action.  
Required Materials

I: Binder:
· All students must have a three ring binder and loose leaf paper.

· A folder is also recommended

II: Pens/Pencils: Pens and pencils are required for taking exams. Colored pencils are also recommended for any projects we may work on throughout the year.
Grading

Final grades for each quarter will be determined by:
I-Exams/Quizzes/Projects/……….…...70%

II-Class Participation……………….….20%
III-Home Work………………………….10%

IV- Participatory Activity/Needed to Pass the Class
I: Exams/Quizzes/Projects: 

· Tests will be given throughout each marking period.  Students will have prior notice to all test and projects. 

· Quizzes can be given at any moment.  Many assignments in class are collected and graded as quiz assignments.  It is imperative you work during the class period.

II: Participation:
· Your active participation grade will be determined by your class work, behavior and compliance to classroom rules and expectations.  

· Students who do not complete in class assignments or work ineffectively during class will receive a zero for the day resulting in 10 points off their final participation grade.  
*Grading for HW and Participation assignments will follow the check grading scale below: 

(+ = 100              ( = 85               (- = 55
III- HW/Current Events
· Current events will be due on most Fridays
· Please see your current events requirements handout
IV- Course Requirement:  In addition to the everyday course work, all students are required to complete a participatory activity during the course of the semester.  Please refer to the supplemental booklet for specific information.  Failure to complete the participatory activity will result in a “no credit” grade for this course and prevent a student from graduating in June. 

Contact
Website: Students and parents can access homework assignments and class announcements through these class websites: www.mrcotignola.yolasite.com 
Parent Portal: The parent portal is available to all parents who wish to be updated on their child's grades in class.  I try to update the parent portal by the end of each week.  If there are any questions please feel free to email me.





Email:  mcotignola@pmschools.org
Extra Help: 

· This school year I finish my day at South Ocean Middle School.  I will be available for extra help during Wednesday mornings from 7:15-7:45 AM in room 239.  

· All other days and times are by appointment.  
I have all the best expectations for this class and truly look forward to working with you for the year.  

Sincerely, 

Mr. Cotignola
________________________________                      __________________________

Student Name                                                               Parent/Guardian Name

________________________________

  __________________________

Student Signature




  Parent/Guardian Signature
